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20-83 ORLEANS EAS.59 


Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
South Eastham 


Address: 650 Bridge Road 
Historic Name: Knowles — Sherman House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1794, ca. 1870 
Source: deeds, vital statistics, historic maps 
Style/Form: Italianate/2-sty block 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Annex (attached) 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Screened porch added to front of wing, late 20" c. 


Condition: good 


Moved: no] yesL] Date: 


Acreage: 0.67 


Setting: The property is located on a historic road among 
other 18"- and 19"-century houses. More recently, large 
lots have been subdivided with the addition of mid-20th- 
century dwellings. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

There remains the question as to whether the Italianate Knowles — Sherman House contains an 18"-century dwelling built either 
by Jonathan Knowles or his son Robert. Documentary research indicates that Robert Knowles owned the property and his father 
lived in another nearby place. The question of its construction history will be resolved only by an interior inspection of its 
construction. However, the two-story wood frame house with a double-pile center-chimney plan is appropriate to the late 1700s, 
as are the center chimney awkwardly located behind a belvedere and the 9-over-6 window sash in the rear bays on both ends. 
The 18th-century house would have had a gable or gambrel roof that was removed when the outward appearance was updated 
in a picturesque Italianate taste in ca. 1870. A flat roof with paired scrolled brackets is the principal design element; 2-over-2 
sash windows and the absence of Greek Revival features, such as corner pilasters, suggest the renovation occurred in the later 
half of the century. The center entrance is contained in an exterior vestibule that does have paneled corner pilasters, although 
the date of this feature is undetermined. The changes may be associated with the transition of ownership from Jonathan and 
Mehitable Sherman to their daughter Eliza and her husband Michael H. Harding. 


The house has a one-story kitchen wing engaged to its east end. It also has a flat roof and a front porch with a bracketed 
cornice, which has been enclosed with screening. A one-story wing with a saltbox roof and three-bay center-entrance fagade 
may have originated as a wagon house. A smaller non-historic shed is sited behind it. Surely other outbuildings would have 
existed before the parcel was subdivided in 1969 (Fig.1). The house is sited at the front is a small, shallow lot created in that 
subdivision with a small yard and a wooded area in the rear. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

Local historians have not determined when Bridge Road was laid out between King’s Highway and Rock Harbor, but some form 
of the road was probably in place from the mid-seventeenth century, and it appears on the 1795 Josiah Rogers map of the town. 
Rock Harbor in Orleans was a significant port in the packet trade to and from Boston, Salem, Maine, and the Canadian maritime 
provinces, and the shore west of where Bridge Road takes its turn to the north was the site of numerous saltworks until the mid- 
1800s. When the salt industry disappeared after 1840, houses to process and store fish taken in weirs in Cape Cod Bay 
replaced them. The northern part of the road was created in 1837, when the first bridge from which the road took its name was 
built over Boat Meadow Creek. The road connected with Samoset Road and at last connected Rock Harbor to Eastham center. 


Interior inspection is necessary to determine the construction history of the house, but the chain of title and deeds indicate that a 
house was built here either by John Knowles (1744-1806) about 1770 or by his son Robert (1770-1800) about 1794. A fifth- 
generation descendant of Richard Knowles, who came from Plymouth to Eastham in 1653,' John Knowles was the son of 
Willard Knowles (1711-86) and Bethiah Atwood (1713-89) and married Susannah Walker (1747-1837) of Eastham in 1769. 
Deeds for Eastham between 1745 and about 1800 have not survived, but the 1790 census lists John Knowles as head of a 
household of twelve, no doubt including son Robert. Robert married Lydia Knowles (1772-1843) in 1794, and father and son are 
both credited with houses in the 1798 Federal Direct Tax listings for Eastham. 


Robert Knowles died in 1800, and his will left his estate to his widow Lydia as long as she remained his widow; should she 
marry, the property was to be divided among daughters Abigail, Mehitable, and Silvia. The will stipulated that if any of them 
married, that daughter's share would go to the unmarried daughters; should all the daughters marry, they were to have equal 
shares of the estate. When Robert’s father John died six years later, he left his homestead on the east side of Bridge Road to his 
son Barnbas F. Knowles. He bequeathed the saltworks he had earlier brought from his son Joshua to the three daughters of 
Robert Knowles and forgave “the book accounts that | have no standing” against their widowed mother. Both John’s widow 
Susannah and Robert’s widow Lydia were shown as heads of their separate households in the 1810 census, but neither are 
listed in the 1820 census: Lydia Knowles remarried, to Heman Snow II in 1812, and Susannah Knowles was probably the 
woman older than 45 years living in the household of son Barnabas. Susannah Walker Knowles died in 1837. 


1 Josiah Paine, “Early Settlers of Eastham: Containing Sketches of All Early Settlers of Eastham.” Library of Cape Cod History and Genealogy, 
no. 33 (Yarmouthport, MA: C. W. Swift, 1914), 1-2; R. B. Noles, “Descendants of Richard Knowles,” 
https:/Awww.yumpu.com/en/document/read/40915527/descendants-of-richard-knowles-kknfaorg. 
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Deeds appear to document that the 650 Bridge Road house passed through the family of Robert Knowles’s daughter Mehitable 
(1798-1878), so it seems likely that the house was Robert’s and probably built about the time of his marriage. In 1824 Mehitable 
married Jonathan Sherman, a master mariner, farmer, salt manufacturer, and timber merchant. The 1830 census enumerates 
his household of four just before that of Barnabas F. Knowles. Sherman (sometimes Shearman) was the son of Micah and Lydia 
Sherman of Orleans, and local historian Alice Lowe has stated that he was in business with his brother Richard, who owned 
timber lands near Winterport, Maine. The two owned vessels that carried lumber between Maine and Rock Harbor.” 

In 1850 the federal census listed Sherman as a farmer in a household with wife Mehitable and son Bradford, born about 1827; in 
1855 he was a salt manufacturer living with his wife, adult children Amos (a cabinetmaker) and Eliza, and a young boarder. By 
1860 Sherman is described as a master mariner with $2000 in real property. Again, in the state’s 1865 census he was described 
as a salt manufacturer, and he and Mehitable occupied the house with only one female boarder. 


In 1863 the Shermans’ daughter Eliza married Michael Hopkins Harding (1834-77), the son of Henry Harding of 85 Bridge Road 
(EAS.764) and his wife Almira Smith (1806-50). The couple appears to be in their own adjacent household in 1865, but by 1870 
they lived at 650 Bridge Road together with the Shermans. By then Michael and Eliza Sherman Harding had a daughter, Carrie, 
and Michael is listed with $800 in real property; his father-in-law had $1700 in real estate and was described as a gardener. 
When Jonathan Sherman died in 1873, he left his widow his entire estate (and at her death in equal shares to their children 
Bradford, Amos, Jonathan Jr., and Eliza Harding); Mehitable Knowles Sherman died in 1878. 


Michael H. Harding died in 1877, and his widow Eliza remained in the house; the 1880 Eastham map attaches the name “E. 
Harden” to the property. In 1884 she deeded the 650 Bridge Road property to Heman R. Snow of Orleans, a mariner and the 
son of Ezra and Maria Linnell Snow, and by the end of the decade she moved to Orleans to live with her daughter Carrie, who 
had married grocer William Wixon (her second marriage).° Eliza Sherman Harding was the oldest woman in Orleans when she 
died there in late May 1929.4 Heman R. Snow died in 1897, survived only by his widow Adeline Walker Snow, who inherited 650 
Bridge Road.° 


Born in Eastham in 1847, Adeline Walker Snow was the daughter of Benjamin Walker (1804-64) and his second wife Adeline 
Bailey (1818-89; later Adeline Bailey Kenrick). She married Heman R. Snow in 1868, and in 1903, six years after his death, she 
married Charles Stillman Biathrow, an engineer and a New Hampshire native, in Boston. Charles Biathrow died in Eastham in 
1906, and his widow continued to live there, at least for part of the year, until she died in 1914; her name is attached to the 
house on the 1910 Eastham map. 


In her will Adeline Walker Biathrow left 650 Bridge Street to her brothers Nathan S. Walker (born 1850) and John (born 1857), 
and in the same year Nathan, who live din Boston, deeded his share to his brother.® John Walker, who lived in Brookline, owned 
650 Bridge Road for the next thirty years. The 1929 directory states that he and his wife Abbie were summer residents of Bridge 
Road. Walker worked as a tinsmith in a plumbing shop, and he and his wife lived in Brookline with his wife’s sister Helen M. Hoyt 
and her daughter Anna, who worked at an unidentified art museum and remained in their household from at least 1910 to at 
least 1940. 


In 1947 Walker sold 650 Bridge Road to Leigh Alvin Wentworth of Natick.” Born in Natick, Wentworth served in the Navy from 
the day Pearl Harbor was attacked until the end of the war and then served in the Coast Guard from 1958 to 1972. He married 
Evelyn R. Gray in 1947. By 1970 Wentworth had moved to New Jersey, and he sold the South Eastham property to Donald 
Wayne Kerr Jr. and his wife Joanne of Orleans; four years later they sold 650 Bridge Road to Edward C. and Mariane M. Page 
of Greenwich, Connecticut. Page was born in New Jersey in 1920, served in the Army during World War II, and worked in the 


? Alice Albert Lowe, Nauset on Cape Cod: A History of Eastham (Falmouth, MA: Eastham Historical Society, 1968), 138. 
3 Eliza Harding to Herman R. Snow, 19 April 1884, BCD 162:32: 
4 “Orleans,” Yarmouth Register, 1 June 1929, 6 (obituary), which notes that Eliza Harding had moved to Orelans to live with her daughter 
“about 40 years ago.” 
5 See Affidavit, Annie L. Snow, Orleans, 29 June 1945, BCD 631:561. 
§ Nathan S. Walker, Boston, to John Walker, 8 September 1914, BCD 333:348. the deed states that the property was devised to him under the 
will of Adeline W. Biathrow. 
7 John Walker, Brookline, to Leigh A. Wentworth, Natick, 12 February 1945, BCD 624:168. 
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New York City advertising firm Edward Perry and Company. He died in 2002, and his heirs sold 650 Bridge Road to Donald E. 
Watson and Lynda J. Brennan. Watson was the owner of record in 2020.° 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 
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